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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS, BC, RH 

SUBJECT: RHODESIAN PRESS CLAIMS STUDENTS ABDUCTED TO BOTSWANA 

1 . NOVEMBER 18 EDITION OF BULAWAYO CRHONICLE FEATURES 
FRONT-PAGE PHOTO AND ARTICLE CHARGING THAT 29 BLACK RHODESIAN 
SCHOOLBOYS AND THEIR TEACHER HAD BEEN ABDUCTED BY TWO ARMED 
ZAPU QUERRILLAS AND TAKEN TO BOTSWANA. KIDNAPPING, WHICH 
OCCURRED WEEK OF NOVEMBER 11, TOOK PLACE AT DOMBODEMA MISSION 
SCHOOL NEAR PLUMTREE. TWO STUDENTS, BOTH AGED 16, LATER 
ESCAPED AND RETURNED TO RHODESIA. 

2. ACCORDING TO THE TWO YOUTHS, THEY WERE MARCHED AT 
GUNPOINT ACROSS BOTSWANA BORDER AND EVENTUALLY TRUCKED TO 
TSHESEBE, ABOUT 30 MILES NORTH OF FRANCISTOWN. THERE, 

STUDENTS WERE ORDERED TO TELL BOTSWANA POLICE THAT THEY HAD 
RUN AWAY. ARTICLE CONTINUES THAT TSHESEBE POLICE TRANSPORTED 
THE GROUP TO THE REFUGEE CAMP IN FRANCISTOWN WHERE YOUTHS 
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WERE ASKED THEIR PARTY AFFILIATION AND WERE INFORMED THAT 
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THEY WOULD BE TAKEN TO ZAMIBA. 

3. COMMENT: GOB CLAIMS THAT NOVEMBER 19 BOMBING OF 
RHODESIAN REFUGEE HOUSE IN FRANCISTOWN MAY HAVE BEEN 
BY SMITH REGIME IN RETALIATION OF BOTSWANA'S REFUSAL 
TO HAND OVER THESE SCHOOLCHILDREN. (SEE SEPTEL). 
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